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those who are more advanced along the path of
human evolution.

As throughout the geonic evolution of power, life,
and consciousness through the mineral, plant, and
animal kingdoms assistance is provided, so in the
human kingdom the child humanity is guided and
inspired by its Elder Brethren. During its infancy
on earth great Lords, high Adepts, with bands of
pupils, descended from the planet Venus \ to under-
take this task. The human stage had been attained
by animal life, the biped human form had been
evolved by angelic aid, but the link of awakened
intellect, essential to successful self-expression by
the newborn triune Self, was lacking.

The Lords of Venus were supermen in whom
mental evolution was complete. They therefore
could light in others the fire of the mind, fully
lighted in Themselves. The human mental instru-
ment was built by angelic aid after the pattern of
the archetype ; yet no music issued from the four-
stringed lyre of the mental vehicle, for the newborn
ego knew not how to strike the strings. The Lords
of Flame from Venus performed a dual ministry;

They tuned the lyre of the human mind on earth,
and, striking the first note, woke the human ego
to a knowledge of the instrument of mind. Thence-
forward Adept Teachers guided the infant race and
guide it still. Their visible Presence, no longer

1 Vide Man : Whence, How and Whither, by A. Besant
and C. W. Leadbeater.